THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

they had both'been dreaming the* same bewildering
dream.

Helena and Demetrius were by this time awake,
and a sweet sleep having quieted Helena's disturbed
and angry spirits, she listened with delight to the
professions of love \vhich Demetrius still made to her,
and which, to her surprise as well as pleasure, she
began to perceive were sincere.

These fair night-wandering ladies, now no longer
rivals, became once more true friends; all the unkind
words which had passed were forgiven, and they
calmly consulted together what was best to be done
in their present situation. It was soon agreed that, as
Demetrius had given up his pretensions to Hermia,
he should endeavour to prevail upon her father to
revoke the cruel sentence of death which had been
passed against her. Demetrius was preparing to
return to Athens for this friendly purpose, when they
were surprised with the sight of Egeus, Hermia's
father, who came to the wood in pursuit of his
runaway daughter.

When Egeus understood that Demetrius would not
now marry his daughter, he no longer opposed, her
marriage with Lysander, but gave his consent that they
should be wedded on the fourth day from that time,
being the same day on which Hermia had been
condemned to lose her life; and on that same day
Helena joyfully agreed to marry her beloved and now
faithful Demetrius.
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